
REQUIREMENTS ESTABLISHED FOR TRAVELERS ENTERING COSTA RICA

AS OF November 8th, 2021

*As of November 1, 2020 travelers from all over the world (all countries and US states)
can enter. Travelers still need to meet entry requirements (see below).

Covid Test for Entry (Oct. 26, 2020): As of October 26, Costa Rica no longer requires a
negative Covid test to enter the country.

*Important Update* Starting 8 January 2022 hotels, restaurants, bars, casinos, shops,
museums, art and dance academies, gymnasiums, resorts, and adventure tourism may
admit only persons who are verifiably fully vaccinated (Moderna, Pfizer-BioNTech,
AstraZeneca y Janssen). This must be verified by means of a QR code or the printed
vaccination certificate. This requirement applies to all patrons 12 years of age and older.
Essential services such as supermarkets and pharmacies will not require proof of
vaccination. Exceptions to the presentation of the QR code of the vaccination certificate
to enter commercial establishments are as follows:

1. Children under 12 years of age.

2. Tourists who have a medical condition, duly accredited, that makes it
impossible to apply any vaccine approved by the Ministry of Health of Costa Rica

*Important Update* All tourists under 18 years of age may enter the country without a
travel policy. Unvaccinated tourists 18 years of age and older must purchase a travel
policy that covers COVID-19 care and quarantine if necessary. However, unvaccinated
tourists 12 years and older will not be allowed to enter commercial establishments as of
January 8, 2022. The requirement of being fully vaccinated to enter commercial
establishments, except for stated exceptions, DOES NOT PREVENT tourists without
vaccination, with incomplete vaccination schedules or inoculated with vaccines not
admitted in Costa Rica, from entering the country to visit family, friends or their
properties in the country. All tourists must complete the Health Pass.

Covid Test for Return Home: If you need to get a Covid test in Costa Rica before you go
back home, check out this post, Where to Get a Covid-19 Test in Costa Rica. This has a
detailed list of where to get a PCR or antigen (rapid) test by town.  Pura Vida can arrange
for a technician to administer the test as well in situ.  Included in the link above is
information about getting tested at the airport, which will require you to arrive 4 hours
before your scheduled flight departure.  It is open 24/7. Travelers must get the test 3 or
less days before departing Costa Rica.
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https://www.twoweeksincostarica.com/covid-19-test-costa-rica/


Tourists visiting Costa Rica are asked to abide by the sanitary protocols implemented for
carrying out all tourist activities in the country.

Entry requirements for the country. The following requirements remain during the
pandemic:

1. Complete the digital form called HEALTH PASS and it is available
at https://salud.go.cr. This pass will be available 72 hours before boarding. The
form can only be filled out within 72 hours of your flight, not sooner.

a. It must be accessed in an updated browser (except for Internet
Explorer). TIP: The form only works 72 hours or less before your flight.
You can’t fill it out sooner than that. If you are within the 72 hours, the
problem may be your web browser. Some people have reported
problems when using Chrome. Microsoft Edge seems to work without
any glitches.

b. You will need to upload your vaccination card. The
document/vaccination card must include:
● Your full name
● Date you received each dose. *The last dose must have been

administered at least 14 days prior to travel.
● Formula (Pfizer-BioNTech, Moderna, Astra-Zeneca, or Johnson and

Johnson)
c. When you enter any dates you must put them in this format

DD/MM/YEAR.
d. Have your fight information handy, including your seat number.
e. You will also need to provide your hotel/accommodations in Costa Rica

on the form.  This is Pura Vida’s address:
i. Pura Vida Retreat & Spa

800 Mts SW From Minisuper Pavas
Pavas, Carrizal, Alajuela, 020103 Costa Rica

f. The Health Pass ends with making you agree to declarations. One is that
you do not have symptoms of Covid-19 now and that you will comply
with a quarantine order if you get Covid-19 during your visit.

g. English Language Option: The Health Pass defaults to Spanish, but there
is an option at the top right to change to English.

h. An individual form must be completed for every person, including
minors.

2. RT-PCR diagnostic test with a negative result is NO LONGER REQUIRED, although
it is recommended.
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https://salud.go.cr/


3. Showing your QR Code and Documentation to Airport Officials:

The process seems to have become fairly streamlined and straightforward. As
long as you have a QR code, you shouldn’t have any problems.

At the airport during check in, the airlines usually want to see only your QR
code, but do bring your vaccination card just incase.

When you arrive in Costa Rica, officials will check your QR code and only need to
review your documentation if needed based on what you submitted online
through the Health Pass. We have heard from many people that getting through
customs and immigration at the airport has been very fast.

Passengers who fail to comply with these requirements may not enter the country.

Upon landing in Costa Rican territory, travelers must wear face protection and comply
with the strict protocols of the air terminal with regard to physical distancing,
disinfection of carpets, and taking temperature readings, and must follow any other
sanitary instructions.

The government has stated that if you do not wear a mask, you may be denied entry.
Businesses can temporarily lose their operating permit if customers are found in
violation, so most establishments take the rules very seriously.
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